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New or old church members who want to understand the church’s heart for missions.
Christians who haven’t consistently been involved in missions.
Young adult or teen or adult Sunday School classes and small groups.

DISCOVER MISSIONS 
6 Ways to Reach God's World 

What to expect?

Discover Missions painlessly introduces 6 ways for Christians to be involved in missions (Go,
Send, Welcome, Mobilize, Pray, Learn) mostly without boarding a plane.
It comes in 2 versions: Discover Missions Basic (1 lesson per each of the 6 Ways) and Discover
Missions Expanded (2 lessons per each of the 6 Ways). 
It’s meant to be an hour long (except for a possible field trip in Twelve).
Easily used for weekly, bi-weekly or monthly meetings.
It’s free and distributed by the OMF Church Missions Consulting team.

Who is it for?

For Discover Missions Basic the facilitator needs to watch a 5-minute Vimeo and make copies
of a handout.
For Discover Missions Expanded there is a bit more preparation with a possible field trip for
Welcome, some prep for the Unreached People Groups in Learn and possibly gathering a few
other resources.

Who is it for?

How much preparation timefor the facilitator? 

CONTACT INFO:
Steve Weemes  Director, 
Church Missions Consulting Team
churches@omf.org

What do we hope the results will be? 

Spark in each participant a passionate and practical involvement in global missions.
For each participant to find ways to use their unique gifts for God’s purposes in the world.



What did you like about this passage? What did you not like?
What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

Opening: 
In your opinion, what is important to God?

Bible

Hint: Use some or all of these questions to help participants see God’s heart for the world from Genesis  to
Revelation.

Video: Watch 6 Ways to Reach God’s World: Overview and Tears of the Saints

Intro to Video: The idea of learning, praying, sending, welcoming, mobilizing and going as ways to be
involved in missions have been around for a while. It is clear that we as Christians need to find our role or
roles in God’s redemptive plan. The Tears of the Saints video helps us to see what is actually going on in God’s
World.

Action Steps: Considering what we’ve looked at in God’s Word and in the videos.

Facilitator: before class watch the videos 6 Ways Overview and Tears of the Saints
Video links: vimeo.com/17625553 and vimeo.com/2843450

Lesson Preparation: 

 INTRODUCTION

  “From start to finish this movie is obviously about God. He is the main character.   
How is it possible that we live as though it is about us?”   Crazy Love, Francis Chan

"The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will
show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be
a blessing.3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be
blessed through you.” Genesis 12:1-3.

"But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be
proclaimed in all the earth." Exodus 9:16.

"Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his
marvelous deeds among all peoples." I Chronicles 16:23-24.

"And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were
slain, andwith your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”
Revelation 5: 9, 10.

http://vimeo.com/17625553%20and%20http:/vimeo.com/2843450
https://vimeo.com/17625553
http://vimeo.com/17625553%20and%20http:/vimeo.com/2843450
http://vimeo.com/17625553%20and%20http:/vimeo.com/2843450
https://vimeo.com/2843450


  

Facilitator: before class, watch the video, choose questions and make copies of the handout
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/18027680
Handout: “The Learn List

Lesson Preparation:

LESSON 1: LEARN (PART 1)

How can these verses be reworded in everyday English?
What would a church look like that was obeying these verses?

What inspired you from the video? or what was new or surprising for you?
How is your view of the world different than God’s view of the world?
What does it mean to be made with God “imprinted on our DNA?” Can learning change your DNA?
What examples of learning can you remember from the New Testament?
What plans are you putting into place so that you “finish well”?

The main point of this class is that we all have a part to play in the Great Commission (Matt 28:19-20).
Though God wants the peoples of the world to respond to His plan of salvation, many haven’t even had
the chance to hear the Gospel. How much of the world do you think is unreached? [Pass out the
Unreached People Groups handouts and continue the discussion.]
Have each person choose an unreached people group to do research on.

Opening
Share something you know about missions. How/where did you learn it?

Bible

Video: Watch “6 Ways to Reach God’s World: Learn” (5 minutes)

Discussion Questions

Action Steps

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth. Psalm 86:11
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. James 1:22

https://vimeo.com/18027680


2.5 billion people in the world have little or no access to the Gospel.
One out of every 1800 Christians serves as a cross-cultural missionary.
Only 3% of those missionaries go to the 2.5 billion.
The other 97% of the missionaries go to areas of the world that have access to the Gospel (Bibles in their
language, a church that’s big enough to reach out).
1% of all missions giving goes to reach the 2.5 billion who are least reached.

People Group is a significantly large grouping of individuals who perceive themselves to have a common
affinity with one another because of language and culture.
Unreached People Group is a people group among which there is no indigenous community of believing
Christians with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize this people.

Akha people of China http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/10223/CH 
Aluo people of China http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18391/CH
Bouyei people of China http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18421/CH 
Bunu people of China http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18424/CH 
Daur people of China http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18433/CH 
Dong people of China http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18443/CH 
Dongnu people of China http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/11606/CH 
Hui people http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12140
North Korean People http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12140 
Kinh People (Vietnamese) http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12700 
Hazara in Afghanistan http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12076/AF 
Kazakh People http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12599
Ansari People http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/16221 
Uyghur People http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/15755 
Azerbaijani People http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/10528 
Bugis People http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/10985 
Malay People http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/13437 
Burmese People http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/11029 
Brahman People http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/16521 
Amdo Tibetan People http://joshuaproject.net/languages/adx 
Kham Tibetans http://joshuaproject.net/languages/khg
Zhuang People of China http://joshuaproject.net/clusters/322
Shui People of China http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18682/CH
Acehnese People of Indonesia and Malaysia http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/10144

UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS

Introducing the Unreached People Group Concept

Definitions:

Assignment
Choose from the list below or find another group on the joshuaproject.net website. Research your Unreached
People Group (UPG): Religious history, geography, population, religious affinity, current political situation,
something about the culture (maybe a story or a legend), a picture and a map, any current missionary
involvement. Next week you will have 2 minutes to introduce us to your UPG.

Sample Groups to choose from:

http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/10223/CH
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/10223/CH
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18391/CH
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18421/CH
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18424/CH
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18433/CH
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18443/CH
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/11606/CH
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12140
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12140
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12700
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12076/AF
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12599
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/16221
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/15755
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/10528
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/10985
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/13437
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/11029
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/16521
http://joshuaproject.net/languages/adx
http://joshuaproject.net/languages/khg
http://joshuaproject.net/clusters/322
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18682/CH
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/10144


  

Facilitator: before class, make copies of the handout and review the UPG project from last time.
Handout: “The Learn List”
Investigate how to obtain a video you will need for later for Lesson 5 -- Breakthrough: The Story of James
O. Fraser and the Lisu People (36 min). Rent or buy it online through Amazon video on Demand.
www.amazon.com/Breakthrough-Story-James-Fraser

Lesson Preparation:

LESSON 2: LEARN (PART 2)

If students have not had time to do their research, spend a few minutes in class completing the assignment
before proceeding (make sure Operation World or wifi research is available)
Religious history, geography, population, religious affinity, current political situation, something about
the culture (maybe a story or a legend), a picture and a map, any current missionary involvement.

Try to get into the shoes of your UPG (the one you did research on). What might be some of their
responses to hearing this message? Talk with a partner. Then share in a group of four.

In small groups, look through “THE LEARN LIST” handout. Invite people to discuss which ideas they’ve
already done, which ones they’re interested in doing.
Ask each person to describe the concrete step they hope to take this week.
OPTIONAL: Pair up and pray for each other to put these steps into action.
OPTIONAL: As a group, come up with one realistic step that you can do together during the upcoming
week. What and how will this take place?

Opening
Invite participants to share their reports on Unreached People Groups (about 2 - 5 min each)

Bible

Action Steps

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what
is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” Luke 24:
44-47

Brainstorming for the Lesson 9 class activity
In Lesson 9, we will do a learning activity during our regular meeting time that takes us into another culture.

     1. Where would you like to go? What will we do?

https://www.amazon.com/Breakthrough-Story-James-Fraser-People/dp/B002JE1Q1M


Missions magazines like Mission Frontiers (www.missionfrontiers.org); unreached people group list
(www.joshuaproject.net); Global Prayer Digest (www.globalprayerdigest.org/)
Urbana web page (www.urbana.org)
Read international news and foreign newspapers; watch documentaries, foreign movies
Study a new culture or country (www.peoplegroups.org)

Live Life on Purpose by Claude Hickman
A missionary biography (davidsonpublishing.org or www.ywampublishing.com)
One Year Book of Christian History (by Rusten. Tyndale: 2003)
Library books about an area, a people or a culture
Operation World (operationworld.org) by Patrick Johnstone

Perspectives on the World Christian Movement (perspectives.org)
Bible or missions course from a seminary or Bible school (online or in person)
A foreign language course
Course to learn the history, cooking, dancing, music or a sport of another culture

A Buddhist temple, a Muslim mosque, etc.
Mission conference; go hear a missionary speak or take the missionary out for lunch
An ethnic restaurant; local cultural day celebrations or museums
Thai-town, Korea-town, Little Tokyo, China-town; university cultural groups
Other-culture churches in your town
Get involved in your city’s sister-city relationships

THE LEARN LIST

1.      USE ONLINE RESOURCES

2.     READ A BOOK

3.     TAKE A COURSE

4.     PLACES TO HANG OUT

 

Invite long and short-term workers to share at church.
Have a “mission minute” in the worship service.
Have people share personal missions experiences.
Host a cultural night.
Hold a missions-focused vacation Bible school (VBS).
Join your church’s missions committee.
Do an internship at a missions agency or in the missions department of your church.
Lead or participate in a Bible study on missions.

5. PROMOTE LEARNING AT CHURCH

http://www.joshuaproject.net/
http://www.globalprayerdigest.org/
http://www.globalprayerdigest.org/)
http://www.urbana.org/
http://www.peoplegroups.org/
http://davidsonpublishing.org/
http://www.omfbooks.com/
http://www.ywampublishing.com/
http://operationworld.org/
http://www.gmi.org/ow)
http://perspectives.org/


  

Facilitator: before class, watch the video, choose questions and make copies of the handout
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/18022032
Handout: “The Pray List”

Lesson Preparation:

LESSON 3: PRAY (PART 1)

Invite participants to share progress on their action steps from last week.
Where in your life have you seen prayer make a difference?

If we ‘did’ prayer according to these verses, what do you see happening? In our church? In the world?

What inspired you from the video? or what was new or surprising for you?
Someone once said, “History belongs to the intercessors.” Can you prove that to someone who doesn’t
believe it, Christian or non-Christian?
If success was completely guaranteed, what missions thing(s) would you pray for?

Write out a prayer for the UPG you researched, trusting that God hears and is big enough to answer.
Look through "THE PRAY LIST" and talk in pairs or 3’s about one or two items that you would like to work
on this week. Pray for one another.
 OPTIONAL: As a group, come up with one realistic step that you can do together during the upcoming
week. What and how will this take place?

Opening

Bible

Video: Watch “6 Ways to Reach God’s World: Pray” (5 minutes)

Discussion Questions

Action Steps

"If two of you agree here on earth concerning anything you ask, my Father in heaven will do it
for you. For where two or three gather together as my followers, I am there among them."
Matt. 18:19

"He said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who
is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.’" Matt 9:37-38

"Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful heart. Pray for us, too, that
God will give us many opportunities to speak about his mysterious plan concerning Christ.
That is why I am here in chains. Pray that I will proclaim this message as clearly as I should."
Col. 4:2-4

https://vimeo.com/18022032


 PRAY CREATIVELY
Go to another country on a “prayer journey”; create a “virtual prayer journey” with photos/maps in a
room in your church.
Use scripture, worship songs, maps, pictures as you pray for the nations.
Create prayer reminders to help others remember to pray: bracelets, magnets, bookmarks, postcards,
etc.
Read the news and stop to pray for the Christians and non-Christians being impacted.
Practice fasting regularly from something you enjoy to give you focused missions prayer time.

Unreached people group list (www.joshuaproject.net); Global Prayer Digest
http://www.globalprayerdigest.org/; www.peoplegroups.org
Operation World (operationworld.org) by Patrick Johnstone
Sign up to receive the email prayer letter of one missionary
30-day prayer guides for unreached people groups (davidsonpublishing.org)
Sign up to receive the daily emails from a mission organization
During the month of Ramadan, pray daily for an unreached Muslim people group. (Find information
at www.30-days.net or www.apeopleloved.com.)

Host a group of your friends who want to get together to pray for missions.
Gather some friends and go prayer walking in your city (temples, low‐ income areas, international
segments, your neighborhood, etc.
Find a prayer partner and pray together for missions once a week.
Gather stories of children in other countries and lead children in a time of prayer for them.

Pray for people you know who are not yet involved in one of the six ways and those who are thinking
about where God wants them to serve in the Great Commission.
Pray for your local church to be strategically involved in God’s work in the world.

THE PRAY LIST

1.

     2. USE PRAYER RESOURCES

     3. PRAY WITH OTHERS

     4. MOBILIZE THROUGH PRAYER

http://www.globalprayerdigest.org/
http://www.globalprayerdigest.org/)%3B
http://www.peoplegroups.org/
http://operationworld.org/
http://www.gmi.org/ow)
http://davidsonpublishing.org/
http://www.30-days.net/
http://www.30-days.net/
http://www.apeopleloved.com/


  

Facilitator: before class, prepare the Breakthrough video (see Table of Contents page to find out
how to order.) Make copies of the Fraser quotes on the next page (and cut them apart)
 Handout: “Quotes from James O. Frasier”

Lesson Preparation:

LESSON 4: PRAY (PART 2)

Invite participants to share progress on their action steps from last week.

During Fraser’s first six years, he saw very little lasting fruit. What were some of the hindrances?
How did Fraser rely on prayer in his work?
How was the enemy working to deceive the Lisu? How was the enemy working to discourage Fraser?
How can you see these same deceptive schemes in the work of missions today?

Pair up. Give one Fraser quote to each pair. Give four minutes to discuss and then report back to class.
Assign UPG prayer sheets.
Take the unreached people group that you were assigned to “learn” about and create a prayer sheet about
how to pray for them. List out praise items (if there are any) and prayer points.
Record these on a poster board or print them out. You may include pictures or maps or whatever other
visual aids to help the class understand your Unreached People Group.
Next week we will have a concert of prayer as we post the sheets around the room and spend time
praying for each other’s Unreached People Groups.
OPTIONAL: Pair up and pray for each other to put these steps into action.

Opening

DVD: Watch “Breakthrough: The Story of James O. Fraser and the Lisu People” (36 minutes)

Discussion Questions

Action Steps

 



Take the unreached people group that you were assigned to “learn” about and create a prayer sheet. List
praise items and prayer points. Record these on a poster board or print them out. Next week we will
have a concert of prayer as we spend time praying for each other’s UPGs.

Take the unreached people group that you were assigned to “learn” about and create a prayer sheet. List
praise items and prayer points. Record these on a poster board or print them out. Next week we will
have a concert of prayer as we spend time praying for each other’s UPGs.

Quotes from James O. Fraser

How have you been involved in this kind of prayer? How are you challenged? Is there one thing you might
need to change as you pray for missions?"

“I am feeling more and more that it is, after all, just the prayers of God’s people that call down blessing upon the
work, whether they are directly engaged in it or not. Paul may plant and Apollos water, but it is God who gives the
increase; and this increase can be brought down from heaven by believing prayer, whether offered in China or in
England. If this is so, then Christians at home can do as much for foreign missions as those actually on the field.
What I covet more than anything else is earnest, believing prayer.” (Geraldine Taylor. Behind the Ranges: The
Life-changing Story of J.O. Fraser. Singapore: OMF International (IHQ) Ltd., 1998, 52.)

ASSIGNMENT FOR NEXT TIME:

Quotes from James O. Fraser

"How have you been involved in this kind of prayer? How are you challenged? Is there one thing you might need
to change as you pray for missions?"

“I really believe that if every particle of prayer put up by the home churches on behalf of the infant churches of
the mission field were removed, the latter would be swamped by an incoming flood of the powers of darkness.”
(Geraldine Taylor. Behind the Ranges: The Life-changing Story of J.O. Fraser. Singapore: OMF International (IHQ)
Ltd., 1998, 223.)

ASSIGNMENT FOR NEXT TIME:



  

Quotes from James O. Fraser

"How have you been involved in this kind of prayer? How are you challenged? Is there one thing you might
need to change as you pray for missions?"

“I am not asking you just to give ‘help’ in prayer as a sort of sideline, but I am trying to roll the main
responsibility of this prayer-warfare on you. I want you to take the BURDEN of these people upon your
shoulders. I want you to wrestle with God for them.” (Geraldine Taylor. Behind the Ranges: The Life-changing
Story of J.O. Fraser. Singapore: OMF International (IHQ) Ltd., 1998, 225.)

ASSIGNMENT FOR NEXT TIME:
Take the unreached people group that you were assigned to “learn” about and create a prayer sheet. List praise
items and prayer points. Record these on a poster board or print them out. Next week we will have a concert
of prayer as we spend time praying for each other’s UPGs.



Facilitator: email a few days before class to remind students to print out their UPG Prayer Sheet or to send
it to you to print out. Prepare for the Concert of Prayer by bringing tape to put up posters, etc. Bring at
least one "THE PRAY LIST" for reference in the Action Step.

Lesson Preparation:

LESSON 5: PRAY (PART 3)

Talk about what this statement means: “Don’t assume missionaries are doing all the praying, they are
busy surviving in their new environments.”

How were those on the hill, “the intercessors,” linked to those on the battlefield, “the missionaries”?
What contributed to the victory?
From this story, what applies to our time of prayer today?

This is a time of intercession for the nations using the prayer poster boards/sheets made for your
Unreached People Groups. Distribute the sheets/poster boards around the room with tape or on chairs or
in other ways.
Depending on the number of participants, pray in pairs or small groups with the facilitator announcing
the end of each prayer time (possibly by playing a song or praying aloud) and asking the groups to move
on to the next prayer sheet.
At the end, conclude with a song of praise or a prayer or any other creative ideas.

Discuss: What did you think of this time of prayer? What will we do with all this information and this
prayer fuel that we have made? (If there aren’t any ideas from the participants, you could suggest, “maybe
pray regularly for UPG’s or maybe start a prayer group for the group you researched or a prayer group for
Unreached Peoples?”)
What did you choose from "THE  PRAY LIST" two classes ago? Share in groups of 2 or 3 your progress on
that action step. Pray for each other.

Opening

Bible

Concert of Prayer: 

Action Steps

"As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands,
the Amalekites were winning. When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him
and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up--one on one side, one on the other--so that his hands
remained steady till sunset. So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword." Exodus 17:11-13



Facilitator: before class, watch the video, choose questions and make copies of the handout.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/18052150
Handouts: “Sending” and “The Send List”

Lesson Preparation:

LESSON 6: SEND

How is your church obeying this command?
What conversation could you get started that would have ripple effects of obedience for your church?

List examples of ‘sending’ that you have participated in or observed.
What are the benefits to you and others when you become a sender?
How could you tailor your budget or time in order to become a sender?
How could you use your training, talent, interests, skills, or profession to be a better sender?

In small groups, look through “THE SEND LIST” handout. Invite people to discuss which ideas they’ve
already done, which ones they’re interested in taking.
Then ask each person to describe the concrete step they hope to take this week and why they will take it
(what motivates them? What do they want to learn about? Why?).
OPTIONAL: As a group, come up with one realistic step that you can do together during the upcoming
week. What and how will this take place?
OPTIONAL: Pair up and pray for each other to put these steps into action.

Opening
Invite participants to share progress on their action steps from last week.

Bible

Video: Watch “6 Ways to Reach God’s World: Send” (5 minutes)

Discussion Time

Action Steps

"'Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ But how can they call on him to
save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard
about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? And how will anyone
go and tell them without being sent?" Rom. 10:13-15

https://vimeo.com/18052150


SENDING

Since New Testament times, sending has been a solid contributor to the advance of the Gospel. Every one of
Paul’s 3 missionary journeys began at Antioch, his home (sending) church. An entire letter (Philippians) was
written by Paul for the primary purpose of thanking a church for its role in supporting his work. Clearly, Paul
considered sending essential to the work he was doing.

“But here is the problem. It seems today that, with the formal organization of church structures, the mindset
of many church members is that the church (institutionally and the missions committee) sends missionaries
and is responsible for making sure they are well taken care of. And this conveys an unintended message to
the average church member that the job of sending belongs to the church corporate. And when a task is
perceived as belonging to an “organization,” the inadvertent consequence is that individual members
naturally do not have a sense of direct responsibility for the welfare of the church’s missionaries. The attitude
that “the church takes care of our missionaries so I don’t need to be concerned” kills initiative and renders
missionary care very impersonal.

“No call is necessary to embark upon the rewarding ministry of sending. In becoming a sender, you have
launched out on robust, full-fledged missions activity and are as involved in the advance of the Gospel as any
front-line missionary.” [UnMission website, Dave Shive & Joe Steinitz, 2013]

Write a letter of encouragement to or FaceTime, Zoom or Skype with a missionary you know.
Adopt a missionary family—remember them on holidays, birthdays and other special occasions with at
least a card. Be sure to remember the kids’ birthdays, too; host a “Christmas in August” party to send
books, music, taco seasoning or chocolate, etc.
Send surprise care packages at random times of the year.
Send a short-term team who can concretely help your missionary to serve long-term goals.
Be a missionary’s point person (liaison) here in the U.S.
Be a host family when missionaries come back.
Offer assistance in communicating with missionaries’ parents (if they are unsupportive).
Care for the missionary’s stateside family, especially kids home for college.
Help missionaries debrief by listening to their stories and reconnecting them with their home culture
when they return.
Set up or be pen pals with missionary kids.

THE SEND LIST

Connect



Organize a commissioning service or party for missionaries when they leave.
Go to the airport with missionaries when they leave or return.
Host parties to give their supporters a feel for the culture to which the missionary is going.
Welcome missionaries home by hosting a party.

Give $50 to someone you know going on a short-term mission trip.
Host a garage sale and give proceeds to a missionary Bible translator or project you know.
What can you give up for Lent? Movies? Lattes? Hamburgers? New CDs? Try it for 40 days and give the
money saved to World Vision, Compassion, etc.
Commit to giving monthly financial support.
Lend missionaries your car when they come back.
Purchase a car, house or bike for use when the missionary is on home assignment.
Furnish an apartment for missionaries to use while they are on home assignment.
Donate your vacation home, airline miles, or timeshare for the missionary’s use.
Set up an education fund for missionary children.
Supply groceries or gift cards for the missionary family while they are on home assignment.
Purchase new clothes for children of missionaries.
Treat missionaries to meals and or coffee.
Treat missionaries on home assignment to something special: pedicure, manicure, massage, etc.
Provide needed equipment (international cell phone, musical instruments, computers, etc.)

Help workers with personal logistics (i.e. finances, prayer letters, etc.)
Help missionaries deal with medical issues or insurance.
Help a missionary design a website, set up a blog, or connect to Facebook.
Create tentmaker jobs for missionaries via your connections or company.
Edit missionary’s e-mails before sending them out.
Offer to take care of children, pets, homes, plants, etc. while missionaries are away.
Let missionaries store their stuff at your house.
Offer to be their “U.S.” mailing address and to manage the missionary’s home-side bills.
Serve retired missionaries in as many ways as you can think of.

Celebrate

Give money

Give time



Facilitator: before class, watch the video, choose questions and make copies of the handout.
Video  Link:  https://vimeo.com/33809013
Handouts: “Welcoming” and “The Welcome List”

Lesson Preparation:

LESSON 7: WELCOME (PART 1)

Do these verses apply in our world today? If so, how?

What are the good qualities of a "welcomer"?
Have you lived in a country that's not your passport country? How did it feel to be new/uninformed?
What keeps us from making friends with people different from us?
Name different cultural groups around you. What are ways that you can learn more about them?
How do you think you can use your knowledge, training, hobbies, profession, or skills to reach out to a
specific culture group?
Have the group look at “The Form” [on the handout] and imagine having to fill out the information. This
illustration is to show how hard it is for foreigners to make sense of simple forms they have to fill out with
limited language. Ask, how would it make you feel? What things about filling in a form are culturally
conditioned?
Have participants read over the Facts about International Students on the handout. Ask, “What impact
could we have if we welcomed international students?”

In small groups, look through “The Welcome List” handout. Invite people to discuss which ideas they’ve
already done, and which ones they’re interested in taking.
Then ask each person to describe the concrete step they hope to take this week and why they will take it
(What motivates them? What do they want to learn about? Why?).

Opening
Break into groups of 3 or 4 to share what went well/not so well with your “SEND” action steps.

Bible
 

Video: Watch “6 Ways to Reach God’s World: Welcome” (5 minutes)

Discussion Questions 

Action Steps

 

"Do not take advantage of foreigners who live among you in your land. Treat them like
native-born Israelites, and love them as you love yourself. Remember that you were once
foreigners living in the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God." Lev. 19:33-34

 "Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me...’" Matthew 25:35-26

https://vimeo.com/33809013


In 2019 the number of international students studying in the USA is over a million.
62% of these students originate from countries in the 10/40 window.
The leading country for sending students to study in the US is China, with over 195,000.
#4 on the list of students coming to our country is Saudi Arabia, with over 34,000 students.
Over 40 of the world’s current heads of state previously studied in the US.
It is estimated that over 80% of international students will return to their home countries without having
received an invitation to an American home.
Only 10% of these international students are reached by Christian ministries in the USA.
And these are just international students. In addition, almost 100,00 refugees make it to our borders each
year and over 22 million internationals visit our country annually.

Facts about international students

 
Welcoming
 “The Form” 
Directions: Imagine you are given directions to complete the form just as it is. Questions are not allowed.
You will be given a time limit.

As a group, come up with one realistic step that you can do together during the upcoming week. What and
how will this take place?
Pair up and pray for each other to put these steps into action.

OPTIONAL

“What is interesting is that an incredibly high percentage of these international students, refugees,
and visitors come from countries which prohibit evangelism, missionary activity, or proselytizing.
And yet they are here in the USA where no such restrictions prevail. “Hypothetically, if a
“missionary” were able to raise support to go to a country like Saudi Arabia, for instance, instead of
working with Saudi students in Colorado, for example, that person would: (a) need twice the
amount of support, (b) be very restricted in evangelism, (c) need to find time- consuming secular
employment to justify being in the country, and (d) run the risk of deportation and even arrest.”
[UnMission website, 2013]



Join an international ministries program in a church.
Attend an International Students’ event and offer to bring food (ISI Inc., www.isionline.org).
Go often to a Chinese, Thai or Indian restaurant and befriend the immigrant staff.
Find internationals where they live in your city.
Find internationals where they work (maybe as close as the local convenience store).
Go on an international student retreat.
Host an exchange student for 2 weeks or up to a year.
Open your home to international students during the holidays.
Host a “newcomer” party (for internationals who are new to your town).
Welcome migrant workers and their families in your area.
Volunteer with a refugee agency to house refugees, help them get settled, etc.

Help in an English as a Second Language (ESL) class in a local church.
Offer an exercise class for internationals.
Help international students with their schoolwork—grade school, middle school or high school.
Volunteer to speak English every week with a student from Asia.
Host a law education class.
Host a citizenship class.
Host parenting education classes for Internationals.

Offer to help internationals with banking, health care or shopping.
Give international students a city tour.
Travel public transport with them so they can learn how to get to school, work, etc.
Assist internationals with finding an apartment and with moving.
Become a translator.
Offer loans to refugees.
Provide internships at your business for internationals.
Help internationals obtain a driver's license and help them know how to buy a car.

THE WELCOME LIST

Connect

Teach

Life in America

http://www.isionline.org/


Facilitator: Make copies of the survey if you will be using it. Provide pens, maybe clipboards. Bring at least
one copy of "THE WELCOME LIST" to refer to during the debrief
Handouts: Make copies of “Cultural Survey” and cut them into thirds.

Lesson Preparation:

LESSON 8: WELCOME (PART 2)

 Dress modestly.
 Go out in pairs, not alone.
 Show respect for their scriptures, even the physical book.
 Avoid arguments. Our job is to be a good ambassador, not win an argument. Don’t mock or laugh at their  
 beliefs, even with each other.
 Don’t touch idols or pictures. Ask before taking pictures. Enter culture as a student, not a teacher. As a
primary rule, men interact with men and women with women.
 Show respect for the cuisine. Try everything at least once. If you don’t like a particular food use the
phrase, “It’s not my favorite.”

Ask God for insight as to what to pray for and listen to His leading.
Keep walking and don’t draw attention to yourselves.
Have a few Scripture cards you can pray for the neighborhood when nothing else comes to mind.
Feel free to talk to people and tell them why you’re there. But don’t impose if they are busy.
Do not be afraid to stop and ask people how you can pray for them. We have seen many good results from
this. Often when people see their prayers answered, they will see how God cares for them.
A sample of what you can say, “We are                and              from                     Church. We are Christians who
believe that God cares about you and what you are going through. We are here in your community today,
to pray for your community. Is there any way that we can pray for you?”

General guidelines for these “exposure” activities:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

Prayer-walk
Prayer-walking is simply “praying on site with insight.” God is stirring us to take our prayers beyond the walls
of our church buildings. We are praying in the very places where we expect God to answer and to bring forth
His kingdom. We could pray in the quietness of our homes, but when we pray on site, we are more apt to see
different things which will prompt us to pray with more insight. Our prayers can be very significant in that
this is the first time that many of these people have ever been prayed for. We are instrumental in helping
these people to see God for the first time. They cannot pray or do not know how to pray and so we are simply
standing in the gap for them, praying that they would be able to see Jesus.

 



As in prayer walking, first ask God for insight as to where to go and which people to talk to.
Choose a known ethnic community.
You may use the next page survey to help with talking to people.

 Where are you from?                                                                                            
 How many people are in your family?                       Do you live with your family?                                          
 What do you believe in? What is your religion?                                                          
 What are your greatest needs right now?                                                                         
 We are Christians who believe in the Most High God who loves you and cares for you. We believe that 
 through prayer we can talk to him, and that He cares for your needs. Is there anything that we can pray
for you about?   

Where are you from?                                                                                            
How many people are in your family?                    Do you live with your family?                                          
What do you believe in? What is your religion?                                                             
What are your greatest needs right now?                                                                         
We are Christians who believe in the Most High God who loves you and cares for you. We believe that
through prayer we can talk to him, and that He cares for your needs. Is there anything that we can pray
for you about?

Take a Cultural Survey

We are from                       Church. We are in your community today because we would like to learn more
about your culture. Would you have a few minutes to answer a few questions?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

    6.  OPTIONAL: Would you like to exchange phone numbers so we can continue the conversation?

We are from                       Church. We are in your community today because we would like to learn more
about your culture. Would you have a few minutes to answer a few questions?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

     6. OPTIONAL: Would you like to exchange phone numbers so we can continue the conversation?



Come back together to debrief, perhaps over lunch.

Who did you talk to?
What kinds of things did you observe that are new or different or surprising to you?
What openings to spiritual things did you notice?
How do you observe their religion? What are some barriers or strongholds in receiving the gospel?
What are some possible bridges to the gospel? (Examples of Barriers: idol shelf, materialism, traditions.
Examples of Bridges: One God, Flood story in their culture, spirit world, Life Crisis)
What are some of their felt needs and how might we be able to meet them? (A felt need could be
anything from needing to feed their children, needing a job, needing to get into graduate school,
concern for family in another part of the world.)
Are there any things that you learned from this “welcoming” activity that surprised you?
Has this activity inspired you to become more involved in “welcoming?” How? (Refer to “The
WELCOME LIST.”)

Pray in small groups for somebody you met today and covenant to pray for that person this week.

Debrief:

Action Steps

We are from                           Church. We are in your community today because we would like to learn more
about your culture. Would you have a few minutes to answer a few questions?
 Where are you from?                                                                                                                                                                       
 How many people are in your family?                                    Do you live with your family?                                 
 What do you believe in? What is your religion?                                                                                                   
 What are your greatest needs right now?                                                                                                                              
 We are Christians who believe in the Most High God who loves you and cares for you. We believe that
through prayer we can talk to him, and that He cares for your needs. Is there anything that we can pray for
you about
  OPTIONAL: Would you like to exchange phone numbers so we can continue the conversation?

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.



Facilitator: before class, watch the video, choose questions and make copies of the
handout.
Video  Link:  https://vimeo.com/33824960
 Handouts: “Mobilizing” and “The Mobilizing List”

Lesson Preparation:

LESSON 9: MOBILIZE (PART 1)

Explain the differences between ‘discipling’ and ‘mobilizing.’

Webster defines mobilize as “to put into movement or circulation.” In your own words, how would you
define mobilization as it refers to global outreach?
Give each participant a handout on mobilization. Ask them to read it silently. Then break into pairs and
ask each other:
Why would you choose one definition over another?
Agree or Disagree: Mobilizing is mainly the job of the one who preaches in worship service. Give examples
to support your answer.

In small groups, look through “the Mobilize List” handout. Invite people to discuss which ideas they’ve
already done, and which ones they’re interested in taking.
Then ask each person to describe the concrete step they hope to take this week and why they will take it
(what motivates them? What do they want to learn about? Why?).

As a group, come up with one realistic step that you can do together during the upcoming week. What and
how will this take place?
Pair up and pray for each other to put these steps into action.

Opening
Did you find any immigrants or international students this week? Where? How did it go?

Bible

  

Video: Watch “6 Ways to Reach God’s World: Mobilize” (5 minutes)

Discussion Questions

Action Steps

OPTIONAL:

"Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and strong in faith. And many people were brought to
the Lord. Then Barnabas went on to Tarsus to look for Saul. When he found him, he brought him back to
Antioch. Both of them stayed there with the church for a full year, teaching large crowds of people. (It
was at Antioch that the believers were first called Christians.)" Acts 11:25-26

"What you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also." 2 Timothy 2:2

https://vimeo.com/33824960


Mobilizers are the fuel that drives the missions engine
Mobilizers are teachers who instruct, raising awareness of what is going on in the world
Mobilizers rally the troops to go into the thick of the battle
Mobilizers are the cheerleaders at the missions pep rally whose greatest joy is to spur the team on to
victory

MOBILIZING

“Anyone who can help 100 missionaries to the field is more important than one missionary on the field.” 
– Ralph Winter

“The role of mobilizer … illustrates a key point in missions: some of the most significant contributors to the
advance of the Gospel around the world never served in foreign or cross-cultural missions."

“For instance, Count Nicholas von Zinzendorf (1700-1760), founder of the Moravians, the first post-
Reformation missions movement, sent and mobilized many missionaries though he never entered missionary
service. And then there is Samuel Mills, leader of the 1806 Haystack Prayer Meeting. As a result of Mill’s
work, thousands of missionaries volunteered to proclaim the good news to the coasts of Africa, India, and
Asia. Though Mills never served overseas as a missionary, he is nevertheless recognized as the “Father of
foreign mission work in Christian America”.

“What is a mobilizer?

“Every Christian should be a World Christian and every World Christian can participate as a Mobilizer.
Though much of the results of the mobilizer’s ministry is unseen, there is nevertheless great power in
mobilization."

“Fired with a desire to see others trained, prepared and released to ministry, the mobilizer sounds the rallying
cry by stirring other Christians to active concern for reaching the world. Mobilizers coordinate efforts
between senders, the local churches, sending agencies, and missionaries on the field. They teach believers to
pray missionally. They recruit students to Perspectives classes. Mobilizers put good missions literature in the
hands of others. Mobilizers are excited, motivated, gracious, missions- aware, and radical. Mobilizers are
essential.

“Phil Parshall explains it like this: ‘To understand the role of mobilizers, think of World War II as a parallel.
Only 10% of the American population went to the war. Of those, only 1% were actually on the firing lines.
However, for them to be successful in their mission, the entire country had to be mobilized!’ Who is going to
rally the troops? Who is going to initiate movements of prayer? Who is going to instruct the ‘goers’? Who is
going to channel key resources, training and vision to those who will go?

“The ultimate objective of the mobilizer is to recruit, train, and connect all believers to their most strategic role
in fulfilling the Great Commission—whatever role that may be!” Churches are now realizing that if you don’t
have people who work at spreading vision here, you will probably never have many people who go to the
field there! 

For more reading on “the power of mobilization,” check out the insightful article at
www.thetravelingteam.org/articles/mobilization.

— Dave Shive

http://www.thetravelingteam.org/articles/mobilization


Facilitate a missions small group. Recommended resources: God’s Heart for the Nations by Jeff Lewis
(Amazon) or XPLORE mobilization.org/resources/live-missionally/
Be on your church’s missions committee.
Put together a bulletin board to highlight your church’s missionaries and their work.
Write an article for your church magazine or website about missions or your short-term trip.
After a mission trip, get others excited about going next time.
Facilitate a “6 Ways” class.
Help short-term teams organize follow-up meetings to encourage participants further involvement.
Volunteer to teach a missions session at Vacation Bible School, Sunday school or children’s church.
Teach your kids about missions and encourage their Great Commission involvement.

Take a friend to a mission conference or any mission event that you enjoy.
Facilitate trips to local areas where internationals live and work.
Invite others to go on a short-term mission trip with you.
Suggest that your book club read and discuss a missionary biography.
Take a friend to a local temple or mosque.
Prayer walks, with a friend, in your city.
Welcome a missionary on-home assignment to share with your small group.
Together with a friend, memorize key verses on mobilization or pray at 10:02 AM every day because of
Luke 10:2.
Share a good missions book or prayer guide with a friend.
Have a missions movie night, international dinner, and prayer night for a specific people group or
country.
Create a missions video.

Advertise Perspectives on the World Christian Movement (http://perspectives.org/) course.
Advertise Kairos (simplymobilizing.us/Kairos-course/) course.
Volunteer with a mission agency. Consider OMF International’s Bridge Asia, our volunteer ministry.
Arrange speaking engagements for missionaries on home assignment.
Set up a booth about missions at local concerts or college campuses.
Match people you know with a mission organization that complements their work skills.
Represent a missions agency, people group or country.

THE MOBILIZE LIST

Many followers of Jesus would love to be personally involved in missions but don’t know how to take their
next step. This is where YOU come in. There are so many ways you can encourage them.

Mobilize your church

Journey with friends

Advocate

http://mobilization.org/resources/live-missionally/
http://perspectives.org/
http://simplymobilizing.us/Kairos-course/
https://omf.org/us/jobs/
https://omf.org/us/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/For-Inquirers%E2%80%94What-is-OMFs-Volunteer-Ministry-2021.12.pdf


Opening: Share a situation from this last week with another Christian, when you were able to bring up
missions. How did the other person respond?

Lesson Preparation:

LESSON 10: MOBILIZE (PART 2)

Facilitator: before class, make a copy of the quotation from the Global Frontier Missions website and have
extra Mobilize lists for those who don’t have one.

What is the principle found here? [HINT: passing it on to others -- multiplication -- which we often apply
only to making disciples who make disciples. But the principle also applies to passing on your missions
enthusiasm to others who will pass it on to others.]

Let’s brainstorm ways for a mobilizer to multiply him or herself? No bad ideas when we are
brainstorming.

Opening

Bible

Video:: Watch “6 Ways to Reach God’s World: Mobilize” (5 minutes)

Discussion Time
Last session we read in our handout: “The ultimate objective of the mobilizer is to recruit, train, and connect
all believers to their most strategic role in fulfilling the Great Commission—whatever role that may be!” But
there’s too much work to do for just a few mobilizers. We need hundreds! We can use the principle of 2
Timothy 2:2 to make this happen? Through multiplying mobilizers!

From the Global Frontiers Missions website:

   

"And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable
people who will also be qualified to teach others." 2 Timothy 2:2

“One of the greatest ways to be a part of seeing the Good News taken to the remaining
unreached people groups is to ... train up a “team.” We call it “mobilizing.” The genius of
mobilization is the impact of multiplication. One person can mobilize and send 4 new
missionaries to the field every year. We call this method “addition.” But what if that same
person “multiplied” and raised up 2 of those 4 new missionaries to be mobilizers rather than
going to the unreached themselves? You would have 3 mobilizers at the end of the first year
(1+2) and 2 missionaries. The second year, if each of the three mobilizers raises up 2 new
mobilizers and 2 missionaries, there will be 8 missionaries who will have been sent to the field
and a total of 9 mobilizers. In the third year, there will be 26 missionaries and 27 mobilizers.
And the numbers just keep growing! In 10 years, the person who simply added will have 40
missionaries, but the person who multiplied will have 59,048 missionaries! Mobilization
works!”



In small groups, look through “the Mobilize List” handout. Invite people to discuss which ideas they’ve
already done, and which ones they’re interested in taking.
Then ask each person to describe the concrete step they hope to take this week and why they will take it
(What motivates them? What do they want to learn about? Why?).

Action Steps

OPTIONAL: As a group, come up with one realistic step that you can do together during the upcoming week.
What and how will this take place?



Facilitator: before class, watch the video, choose questions and make copies of the handout.
Video  Link:  https://vimeo.com/18031797
Handouts: “The Go List”

Lesson Preparation:

LESSON 11: GO

Did you find any immigrants or international students this week? Where? How did it go?
Course Purpose: To spark each person towards passionate, practical engagement in global missions.
Did you step forward this week as a mobilizer, sender, pray-er, learner or welcomer? Share with a partner.
Does anybody want to tell us what progress your partner saw this last week?

These are ‘missions’ verses. Defend your answer.
Let’s brainstorm ‘missionaries’ in the Bible – folks who crossed cultural and language barriers, of their
own volition or not, and shared the Good News.

What kinds of things need to line up for a person to be able to ‘go,’ even short-term?
With Christians all over the world, discuss if people still need to cross culture/language barriers and ‘go.’
What if we taught that the Great Commission means “put yourself in the best possible position to make as
many followers of Jesus from among the nations as possible”?
Let’s brainstorm possible missionary roles or occupations.
If you could do any type of work in another country, what would you do? Dream big.

In small groups, look through “The Go List” handout. Invite people to discuss which ideas they’ve already
done, and which ones they’re interested in taking.
Ask, “Is God calling you to go? What steps can you take to prepare to go?”

Opening

Bible

     

Agree or Disagree

Video: Watch “6 Ways to Reach God’s World: Go” (5 minutes)

Discussion Questions

Action Steps

 

 “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you: and you shall be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8

 "Even though I am a free man with no master, I have become a slave to all people to bring many to
Christ... Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone, doing everything I can to save some. I do
everything to spread the Good News and share in its blessings." 1 Cor. 9:19, 22-23

https://vimeo.com/18031797


Language student in another country; Exchange student in another country
Start a business overseas

Prayer journey; vision trip
Teach English; sports camp
Do a VBS for a group of missionary kids while parents attend the adult conference.
Fill in at a missionary guest home while the host/hostess is on vacation.
Attend a missionary conference overseas and use your computer skills or counseling expertise or pastoral
training.
Go for a school year to take over home school responsibilities for one family.
On an overseas business trip or vacation, schedule extra days to visit a missionary or an indigenous
church.

Teach English as Second Language; Teach at a university.
Teach third-culture kids (TCKs) any grade level or subject; special ed; school psychologist; speech therapist;
work with one family or a small missionary school or bigger international school

Orphanages; relief work
Medical; dental; veterinary; public health (health education)
Environmental research, creation care; agricultural development
Counseling, international justice

Evangelism, discipleship
Bible translation, linguistics, literacy, ethnographic research

Camp ministry, Sports Ministry, Music Ministry
Media, journalism, reporting, writing, videography, photography

Finance, Human Resources, Administrative skills, Information Technology
Aviation
Construction/Maintenance

THE GO LIST

Live overseas

Go on a short-term mission trip (2 weeks – 1 year)

Teaching

Community development (long-term)

Church planning (long-term)

Specialized ministry

Support ministries (for missionaries)

Consider starting a missions small group with those who are interested in continuing the mission's
journey.
Pair up and pray for each other to put these steps into action.

OPTIONAL:



 What have you learned through this course?

 How has your perspective changed as to why and how you can get involved?

 Where do you fit in the body? What role can you play?

NOW WHAT?

1.

2.

3.

OMF (U.S . )  

 10 WEST DRY CREEK CIRCLE

LITTLETON, CO 80120

 800.422.5330 •  omf.org/us


